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AHVLA Surveillance Monthly Report — October 2011

Electricity failure followed by outhreak of likely greasy pig and

§ AHVLA

Arwnal Healih and
Veternary Laboratories
Agency

Strepltococcus s uis seplicaemia in weaned pigs

Thirsk investigated a severe authreak of suspached graaszy
pig disease affecting three quarters of 220 five-week-ald
weaned pigs, A few days after the pigs were weaned and
placed in the pens, there was an eledricity failure that resulted in poor vertilation
and no feed for a nurnber of hours, Three days atber this event, clinical signs
started to develop. A piglet submithed to investgats had extensive scab formnation,
erytherna and greasy exudate cowvering the whole bady with peeling skin, espedally
on the ears and the naszal plane, There was also generalized lyrmph nods
enlargernent, lung cederna, excess pericardial fluid and prominert FReningeal
vessels suggestive of septicaeria and Steptococcus suls type 1 was isolated from
the liver, paricardial fluid and skin, The cause of greasy pig disease, Saphylococcus
hyicus, was isolated although only fromn the lungs in this parbcular pig [with
Staphplococcus surews) but was considered the likely original causze of the skin
lezions, The period of stresz resulting from the electricity failure was thought to be
the precipitating factor causing multiple infections inwolving several resident

pathogens.
Staphylococcus hyicus causing severe joint ill in preweaned pigs

An eight-day-old piglet was subrmitted to investigate an outhreak of what was
dezcribed as ‘*aggressive joint-ill’, which affeded large nurmbers of pre-weaned
piglets frorn four 4o ten days old framn varous litkers on a breeding unit, There was
zorme response to amnoxycillin treatmnent by inje dion, Post-rnortern examination
confirned arthritis with joints swallen and distended with turbid jointfluid, The
surrounding tissues were also extensively swallen, red disooloured and cedernatous
and the navel was alzo swollen, red and cedernatous, Staphploceccus hyicus was
culbared in profuse pure growth fromn the affecbed joints, while Treeperalls
rroganas was isolated from the navel, Contral measures indude attention to
caolostral intake and hygiene and addressing any fadors whidh could darmage the

skin allowing the organisr to enter.
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